
WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

ART & DESIGN / PHOTOGRAPHY
GORDANO SCHOOL

Or navigate this powerpoint via these pages:

What GCSE students think

Some examples of GCSE work

Where could it take me – jobs and careers

What’s the course like?

What’s skills will I learn?

Will it suit me?

What grade/level will I get?

Begin by watching 5 minute film here that 
showcases Art & Photography GCSE

https://vimeo.com/526261583


WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

We asked year 9,10 and 11 students what is the best 
thing about Art / Photography…?

“Having the freedom to respond to projects 
based on your own ideas.”

“Having the freedom to experiment.”

“You can enjoy what you are doing rather than 
simply answering a question.”

“3D work!”
“The range of topics and skills 
involved in coursework.”



WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

We asked year 9,10 and 11 students what is the best 
thing about Art / Photography…?

“You get to express yourself and you can’t go 
wrong with Art.”

“Art is the only subject that allows me to make 
my own decisions.”

“It’s a lot more relaxed – a calm atmosphere -
which helps you develop your own ideas.”

“I always feel a huge sense of achievement.”



WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

We asked year 9,10 and 11 students to sum up Art / 
Photography in 15 words or less…

“If you want to do well…you will.”

“Mrs Bradley is amazing!”

“Mrs Keane will always let you try anything you want to do.”

“It is only for people who enjoy Art in the first place.”

“Teachers are full of praise, ideas and constructive criticism.”

“Homework is consistent and enjoyable.”

“Mrs Embury has taught me to be so much more 
creative, and she always gets the best from us.”

“Mr Lewis is a dude!”



“AMAZING, FUN, BRILLIANT, THE BEST.’’

“hard work”

“inspirational”

“challenging”

“creative thinking”

“fun, free”

“personal”“experimental”

“rewarding”

“expressive” “independent”

“active” “messy!”

“passionate”“thought-provoking”
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We asked year 9,10 and 11 students to sum up Art / 
Photography in 15 words or less…



WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

some examples…

Click here to see our digital 
exhibition from 2020

https://www.artsteps.com/view/5efb9ffd7cfff6579461aefc


WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

Look around you! 
Come to our 

exhibitions! Talk to 
older students
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some examples…

Look around 
you! Come to 

our exhibitions! 
Talk to older 

students
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WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

Where could it take me…?

Have you ever considered that almost 
everything you see around you started off 

as a drawing on paper with a pencil. 
Your watch, phone, the furniture, the 

computers, your jewellery, the building, 
your bag, the logos on it – everything. 

The people who did this probably 
started with a creative GCSE such as 

Art or Photography



WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

Where could it take me…?

Designers work on products ranging from cars to clothes, 
home appliances, magazines and mobiles. 
They make sure that their designs are attractive, functional 
and, where possible, environmentally sustainable. 

Artists produce paintings, sculpture 
and other pieces that decorate homes, 
workplaces and public spaces.

Craftspeople such as engravers and 
silversmiths, produce items using both 
traditional and modern methods and materials



WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

Where could it take me…?

• Film / Television
• Photography
• Interior design and architecture
• Illustration
• Animation
• Graphic design / Publishing
• Advertising
• Packaging / Product design
• Games design
• Textile and fashion design
• Artist / sculptor / printmaker
• 3D design eg furniture design
• Floristry
• Hairdressing
• Landscape gardening
• Theatre and stage design

• The creative industries 
generate revenues 
approaching £60bn a year. 
They contribute over 4% 
to the domestic economy 
and employ one and a half 
million people.

• An education in art, craft 
and design is the gateway 
to an immense range of 
work opportunities.



WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

Where could it take me…? The skills I’ll be developing



Make-up ArtistTV/Film/Theatre 



Model Maker Fashion/Clothing Designer



Architect Animator



Museum/Art Curator Textile Designer



Illustrator Costume Designer



Theatre Set Designer Graphic Designer



PhotographerFine Artist



Footwear Designer Packaging Designer



Ceramic Artist
c

Art Therapist



Window Designer Interior Designer



ART & DESIGN

WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

What’s the course like?

PHOTOGRAPHY

3 year courses

60% cwork (yr9,10,11) and 40% exam (yr11)

Everything you do counts!

Teacher led to start, with more freedom to choose 
your own path as the course develops

Marked based on your ability to record ideas, 
develop ideas, experiment with ideas and finish ideas 

with effective outcomes.



ART & DESIGN

WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

What’s skills will I learn?

PHOTOGRAPHY

A wide range of methods, 
materials techniques and 

skills including:

drawing, painting, mixed 
media, sculpture, 

ceramics,  printing, 
photography, graphics, 

typography, learn about 
the work of others and 

analysis of imagery 

All digital photography

Core skills with the camera 
and photoshop for a range 

of themes including:

Portraiture, landscape, 
architecture, still life, 

performance , identity, 
surrealism, learn about the 

work of others and 
analysis of imagery 



ART & DESIGN

WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

Will it suit me?

PHOTOGRAPHY

You need to:

ENJOY YOUR CREATIVE SUBJECTS!

Be interested in images

Take pride in your work

Self manage your time – be independent

Be willing to participate and be open minded

Be willing to take risks and not worry about ‘getting it perfect’

Avoid choosing art or photography as an ‘easy option’

Remember you learn a great deal through practice



WHY CHOOSE GCSE ART / PHOTOGRAPHY?

What grade/level will I get? 
(What did you get on your reports?)

1 -EXCEPTIONAL
Should take Art or 
Photography – you are likely 
to do very well

Should take Art or 
Photography – you are likely 
to do very well

Could consider Art or 
Photography – you will be 
fine. As long as you enjoy it!

You may well find Art or 
Photography quite 
challenging – this might not 
be the right choice for you

4 – REQUIRES PRACTICE

2 – HIGH STANDARD

3 - GOOD
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What grade/level will I get? 
(What did you get on your reports?)

1 -EXCEPTIONAL

4 – REQUIRES PRACTICE

2 – HIGH STANDARD

3 - GOOD

AND…

We happen to 
get some of the 
best results in 
the school!
(Just saying…)




